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Battle of Salamis 480 BC

s

483

The Athenians, on
Themistocles’ advice,
exploit the Laurium
sitver-mines lo build a
fleat
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Xerxes prepares for

invasion of Gresce

Greeks Persians
Fiesets

Pheeniciz 100-12C

Egypt 75-90

onizn Gresks 100

Athens 150
Aegina 30
Megarz 20

Corinth 40 Cyprus 50
Peloponrese 50 Lycia 20
Others 20 Caria 25
Cilicia 30
Others 50

1 The Greek High Ccmmang
sends a fa'se message 0 Xerxes
that the Greek flee: iniends to flee
to the Isthmus of Cerinth and [oin
the army. Belizving this, Xerxes
sends his Egyptian squadron to
block the Megarian channel (A)
and pufts his feet on either side of
Psyllale a 7o await the attempted
Greek escape. The flest waits all
night in vain.

To further the ruse, the Greek
fleet puts to sea at dawn and
neads ncrth (3) The Corinthian
sq.Jedron, with some others,
leads off under sail (which would
be carried in ilight but not nor-
mally in battle), with the cbject of
defending the Megaria- cranrel
angc the Greek rear from Egyotian
attack. Xerxes orders his fleet to
advance up channei (C].

The Greek city siales

Xarxes by diplomacy

2 The Aeginetans and Megarians
advance from their ambush in
Ambelaxibay (A} and engage the
lonians. Meznwhile the rest of tha
fleet back water. luring the Per
sians on until, crowded and dis
orcered by the rarrowing chan
nel, they come up detween the
Prarmaxoussae sands The
Greeks attack (B).

The Phoenician admiral is an
garly casualty. Leaderless, the
FPhoenician sguadron attempts to
back off into more open water
causing confus on as more Per-
sian ships advance. It 's morning
and the confusion is worsened by
a freshening southeriy wind. The
taller top-heavy Phoenician ga-
leys begin to fall foul of one
another (they carried a raised
fighting bricge and more marines
than Greek vessals). The Phose-
nicians break and flee, and
following the enermy ships down
channel the Athenians allack the
lonians from pehind in a classic
pincer movermen: The Persian
fleet is driven back past Psyfialeia
and the garrison on the island is
destroyed by marines from the
Grezk fleet. Meanwhile the Corin-
thians have held off the Egyplians.

The Persians have lost 200 tri-
remes; the Gregks 40.
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